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Grade 10, Unit 4 Pre-Assessment 

 

Excerpt from The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 

 

The streets glistened with fresh snow and the sky was a blameless blue. Snow 

blanketed every rooftop and weighed on the branches of the stunted mulberry trees that 

lined our street. Overnight, snow had nudged its way into every crack and gutter. I 

squinted against the blinding white when Hassan and I stepped through the wrought-

iron gates. Ali shut the gates behind us. I heard him mutter a prayer under his breath--

he always said a prayer when his son left the house. I had never seen so many people 

on our street. Kids were flinging snowballs, squabbling, chasing one another, giggling. 

Kite fighters were huddling with their spool holders, making last minute preparations. 

From adjacent streets, I could hear laughter and chatter. Already, rooftops were 

jammed with spectators reclining in lawn chairs, hot tea steaming from thermoses, and 

the music of Ahmad Zahir blaring from cassette players. The immensely popular Ahmad 

Zahir had revolutionized Afghan music and outraged the purists by adding electric 

guitars, drums, and horns to the traditional tabla and harmonium; on stage or at parties, 

he shirked the austere and nearly morose stance of older singers and actually smiled 

when he sang--sometimes even at women. I turned my gaze to our rooftop, found Baba 

and Rahim Khan sitting on a bench, both dressed in wool sweaters, sipping tea. Baba 

waved. I couldn’t tell if he was waving at me or Hassan.  

“We should get started,” Hassan said. He wore black rubber snow boots and a 

bright green chapan over a thick sweater and faded corduroy pants. Sunlight washed 

over his face, and, in it, I saw how well the pink scar above his lip had healed.  

Suddenly I wanted to withdraw. Pack it all in, go back home. What was I 

thinking? Why was I putting myself through this, when I already knew the outcome? 

Baba was on the roof, watching me. I felt his glare on me like the heat of a blistering 

sun. This would be failure on a grand scale, even for me.  



“I’m not sure I want to fly a kite today,” I said.  

“It’s a beautiful day,” Hassan said.  

I shifted on my feet. Tried to peel my gaze away from our rooftop. “I don’t know. 

Maybe we should go home.”  

Then he stepped toward me and, in a low voice, said something that scared me a 

little. “Remember, Amir agha. There’s no monster, just a beautiful day.” How could I be 

such an open book to him when, half the time, I had no idea what was milling around in 

his head? I was the one who went to school, the one who could read, write. I was the 

smart one. Hassan couldn’t read a first-grade textbook but he’d read me plenty. That 

was a little unsettling, but also sort of comfortable to have someone who always knew 

what you needed.  

“No monster,” I said, feeling a little better, to my own surprise.  

He smiled. “No monster.”  

“Are you sure?”  

He closed his eyes. Nodded.  

I looked to the kids scampering down the street, flinging snowballs. “It is a  

beautiful day, isn’t it?”  

“Let’s fly,” he said.  

It occurred to me then that maybe Hassan had made up his dream. Was that 

possible? I decided it wasn’t. Hassan wasn’t that smart. I wasn’t that smart. But made 

up or not, the silly dream had lifted some of my anxiety. Maybe I should take off my 

shirt, take a swim in the lake. Why not?  

“Let’s do it,” I said. 

 



Multiple Choice 

1. Choose the word that best describes Hassan: 

A) Pensive 

B) Mischievous 

C) Insightful 

D) Melancholy 

 

2.   What sentence best describes the answer you chose for question 1? 

A) “We should get started,” Hassan said. 

B) Hassan couldn’t read a first-grade textbook but he’d read me plenty. 

C) “Let’s fly,” he said. 

D) Why was I putting myself through this, when I already knew the outcome? 

 

3.  How would you describe Amir? 

A) Vindictive 

B) Corrosive 

C) Obtuse 

D) Hesitant 

 

4.   Which sentence(s) best support your answer for number 2? 

A) Suddenly I wanted to withdraw. Pack it all in, go back home. What was I 
thinking? Why was I putting myself through this, when I already knew the 
outcome? 
 

B) But made up or not, the silly dream had lifted some of my anxiety. Maybe I       
should take off my shirt, take a swim in the lake. Why not?  

C) I shifted on my feet. Tried to peel my gaze away from our rooftop. “I don’t             
know. Maybe we should go home.”  

D) I squinted against the blinding white when Hassan and I stepped through the 
wrought-iron gates. 

 

 

 



Essential Questions 

5. How can I support an analysis of what a text is saying? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

6.  How can I develop and strengthen my writing? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Written Response 

This passage is about two boys who are going to participate in a “kite running” 
contest. Write a story in which you imagine what happens when the two 
characters have a conversation about the outcome of the contest. What will the 
conversation be like as they walk home? How do each of them react to the 
outcome?  
 
You should invent a believable interaction that reflects the characters as they 
are presented in the passage. 
 
Your story should 

 present a well-structured narrative about a believable interaction  
between the two boys  

 include dialogue between the characters  

 highlight recognizable details of the characters  

 include detailed descriptions  

 have a logical conclusion  

 use correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation  
 

 
 
 

 



Scoring Guide: Grade 10, Unit 4 pre-assessment 

Questions 1-4: Multiple Choice  

1. C 

2. B 

3. D 

4. A 

 

 

 

Questions 5 and 6 are the standards-based Essential Questions for the  
unit. Review responses to determine what students already know and  
understand. 

 

 

 

 

Written Response – Use the rubric below. 

Construct 

Measured 

Score Point 0 Score Point 1 Score Point 2 Score Point 3 Score Point 4 

Reading: 

comprehension 

of key ideas 

and details 

 

No response; or the 

response is  

 unintelligible or 

undecipherable 

  not written in 

English 

  too limited to 

evaluate. 

 

 

 

The response 

provides a 

minimally 

accurate or 

inaccurate 

analysis of what 

the text says, 

and cited textual 

evidence shows 

limited or 

inaccurate 

comprehension 

of ideas 

expressed in the 

text(s). 

Specific scoring 

notes: Student’s 

narrative 

depicts the 

characters in a 

way that bears 

little or no 

The response 

provides a mostly 

accurate analysis 

of what the text 

says explicitly or 

inferentially and 

cited textual 

evidence, shows a 

basic 

comprehension of 

ideas expressed in 

the text(s). 

 

 

Specific scoring 

notes: Student’s 

narrative is 

consistent with the  

characters as 

presented in the 

passage but offers 

The response 

provides an 

accurate analysis 

of what the text 

says explicitly and 

inferentially and 

cites textual 

evidence to 

support the 

analysis, showing 

extensive 

comprehension of 

ideas expressed in 

the text(s). 

 

Specific scoring 

notes: Student’s 

narrative depicts 

the  characters in a 

believable way. It 

presents a 

plausible 

The response 

provides an 

accurate analysis 

of what the text 

says explicitly and 

inferentially and 

cites convincing 

textual evidence to 

support the 

analysis, showing 

full comprehension 

of complex ideas 

expressed in the 

text(s). 

 

Specific scoring 

notes: Student’s 

narrative 

convincingly 

reflects the 

characters as 

presented in the 



resemblance to 

how they are 

presented in the 

passage or 

imagines an 

implausible 

conversation. 

no significant 

development of 

the characters or 

imagines a 

conversation that 

mostly retells the 

situation in the 

passage. 

conversation and 

shows the 

characters reacting 

in a way that is 

consistent with 

how they are 

depicted in the 

passage. 

passage. It depicts 

a vivid, plausible 

conversation and 

develops aspects 

of the characters 

that may appear 

subtle in the 

passage. 

Writing: 

development 

of ideas 

No response; or 
theresponse is  

 

 unintelligible or 

undecipherable 

 not written in 

English 

 too limited to 

evaluate 

 

The response 

addresses the 

prompt and 

develops the 

claim, topic 

and/or narrative 

elements 

minimally by 

using limited 

reasoning, 

details, text-

based evidence 

and/or 

description; the 

development is 

limited in its 

appropriateness 

to the task, 

purpose, and/or 

audienc 

The response 

addresses the 

prompt and 

provides some 

development of 

the claim, topic 

and/or narrative 

elements by using 

some reasoning, 

details, text-based 

evidence, and/or 

description; the 

development is 

somewhat 

appropriate to the 

task, purpose, and 

audience. 

The response 

addresses the 

prompt and 

provides effective 

development of 

the claim, topic 

and/or narrative 

elements by using 

clear reasoning, 

details, text-based 

evidence, and/or 

description; the 

development is 

largely appropriate 

to the task, 

purpose, and 

audience. 

The response 

addresses the 

prompt and 

provides effective 

and 

comprehensive 

development of 

the claim, topic 

and/or narrative 

elements by using 

clear and 

convincing 

reasoning, details, 

text-based 

evidence, and/or 

description; the 

development is 

consistently 

appropriate to the 

task, purpose, and 

audience. 

Writing: 

organization 

No response; or 
theresponse is  

 

 unintelligible or 

undecipherable 

 not written in 

English 

 too limited to 

evaluate 

 

The response 

demonstrates 

limited or no 

coherence, 

clarity, and/or 

cohesion, 

making the 

writer’s 

progression of 

ideas somewhat 

or entirely 

unclear. 

 

The response 

demonstrates 

some coherence, 

clarity, and/or 

cohesion, and 

includes an 

introduction, 

conclusion, and 

logically grouped 

ideas, making the 

writer’s 

progression of 

ideas usually 

discernible but not 

obvious. 

The response 

demonstrates a 

great deal of 

coherence, clarity, 

and cohesion, and 

includes an 

introduction, 

conclusion, and a 

logical progression 

of ideas, making it 

fairly easy to 

follow the writer’s 

progression of 

ideas. 

 

The response 

demonstrates 

purposeful 

coherence, clarity, 

and cohesion and 

includes a strong 

introduction, 

conclusion, and a 

logical, well-

executed 

progression of 

ideas, making it 

easy to follow the 

writer’s 

progression of 

ideas. 



Writing: clarity 

of language 

 

 

No response; or 
theresponse is  

 

 unintelligible or 

undecipherable 

 not written in 

English 

 too limited to 

evaluate 

 

The response 

has a style that 

has limited or 

impaired 

effectiveness, 

with limited or 

highly deficient 

awareness of 

the norms of the 

discipline.  The 

response 

includes limited 

if any 

descriptions, 

sensory details, 

linking or 

transitional 

words, words to 

indicate tone, or 

domain-specific 

vocabulary. 

The response 

establishes and 

maintains a mostly 

effective style, 

while attending to 

the norms and 

conventions of the 

discipline.  The 

response uses 

some precise 

language, 

including 

descriptive words 

and phrases, 

sensory details, 

linking and 

transitional words, 

words to indicate 

tone and/or 

domain-specific 

vocabulary. 

The response 

establishes and 

maintains an 

effective style, 

while attending to 

the norms and 

conventions of the 

discipline.  The 

response uses 

mostly precise 

language, 

including 

descriptive words 

and phrases, 

sensory details, 

linking and 

transitional words, 

words to indicate 

tone, and/or 

domain-specific 

vocabulary. 

The response 

establishes and 

maintains an 

effective style, 

while attending to 

the norms and 

conventions of the 

discipline.  The 

response uses 

precise language 

consistently, 

including 

descriptive words 

and phrases, 

sensory details, 

linking and 

transitional words, 

words to indicate 

tone, and/or 

domain-specific 

vocabulary. 

Writing: 

knowledge of 

language and 

conventions 

 

 

No response; or the 

response is  

 

 unintelligible or 

undecipherable 

 not written in 

English 

 too limited to 

evaluate 

 

The response 

demonstrates 

little or no 

command of the 

conventions of 

standard 

English. There 

are frequent 

and varied 

errors in 

grammar and 

usage, 

demonstrating 

little or no 

control over 

language. There 

are frequent 

distracting 

errors in 

grammar and 

usage that often 

impede 

understanding. 

The response 

demonstrates 

limited command 

of the conventions 

of standard 

English. There are 

multiple errors in 

grammar and 

usage 

demonstrating 

minimal control 

over language. 

There are multiple 

distracting errors 

in grammar and 

usage that 

sometimes impede 

understanding. 

The response 

demonstrates a 

generally 

consistent 

command of the 

conventions of 

standard English. 

There are a few 

patterns of errors 

in grammar and 

usage that may 

infrequently 

impede 

understanding. 

The response 

demonstrates 

command of the 

conventions of 

standard English 

consistent with 

effectively edited 

writing. Though 

there may be a few 

minor errors in 

grammar and 

usage, meaning is 

clear throughout 

the response. 

 

 

 


